Tamoxifen for retroperitoneal fibrosis.
Retroperitoneal fibrosis is characterised by diffuse inflammatory proliferation of fibroblasts and the deposition of collagen fibrils throughout the retroperitoneum, especially in perivascular sites. This results in blockage of the ureters and other tubular retroperitoneal structures such as the vasculature and lymphatic channels. Left untreated, it typically follows a progressive and fatal course. The condition responds favourably to tamoxifen and several case reports describe an improvement in renal function on this therapy. This case report describes a subjective and objective functional improvement of lymphoedema secondary to retroperitoneal fibrosis with the use of tamoxifen.